[The effect of the nutritional energy concentration on embryonic and fetal losses in the female rabbit].
The laparoscopy technique was used to examine the effects of feeding 2 concentrations of energy and protein on the reproductive parameters in the doe rabbit. Forty-one does were laparoscopized on day 12 of gestation in order to estimate the ovulation rate and embryo number. Diets 1 and 2 contained 13.0 and 9.7 MJ digestible energy per kg DM and 159 and 135 g crude protein per kg DM respectively. The ovulation rate, number of implanted embryos at 12 d and total litter size at birth were similar for diets 1 and 2 (13.4 vs 14.2, 12.6 vs 12.8 and 9.1 vs 10.8), but the live litter size at birth was higher for diet 2 (7.1 vs 9.8). Laparoscopy is invaluable in determining the effects of diets on oestrus and birth rates in living and sexually active does.